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Appendix One: Qualification levels

In terms of skills levels, levels 1-2 are lower, 3 is intermediate, and 4 upwards
are higher (see Leitch Review interim report).

Framework Level indicators Examples of qualifications

level

Entry Entry level qualifications recognise basic Qualifications are offered at entry 1, entry 2
knowledge and skills and the ability to and entry 3, in a range of subjects
apply learning in everyday situations under
direct guidance or supervision.

Level 1 Level 1 qualifications recognise basic NVQ 1; Certificate in Plastering; GCSEs
knowledge and skills and the ability to Grades D — G; Certificate in Motor Vehicle
apply learning with guidance or Studies
supervision. England, Wales & NI School
Key Stage 4 lower attainment level.

Level 2 Level 2 qualifications recognise the ability | NVQ 2; GCSEs Grades A* — C; Certificate in
to gain a good knowledge and Coaching Football; Diploma for Beauty
understanding of a subject area of work or | Specialists
study, and to perform varied tasks with
some guidance or supervision. England,

Wales & NI School Key Stage 4 higher
attainment level.

Level 3 Level 3 qualifications recognise the ability | Certificate for Teaching Assistants; NVQ 3;
to gain, and where relevant apply a range | A levels; Advanced Extension Awards;
of knowledge, skills and understanding. Certificate in Small Animal Care

Level 4 Level 4 qualifications recognise specialist Diploma in Sport & Recreation; Certificate in
learning and involve detailed analysis of a | Site Management; Certificate in Early Years
high level of information and knowledge in | Practice; Certificates of higher education
an area of work or study.

Level 5 Level 5 qualifications recognise the ability | Diploma in Construction; Certificate in
to increase the depth of knowledge and Performing Arts; diplomas of HE; Foundation
understanding of an area of work or study | Degrees; HND
to enable the formulation of solutions and
responses to complex problems and
situations.

Level 6 Level 6 qualifications recognise a Bachelor's degrees; graduate certificates;
specialist high level knowledge of an area | Certificate or Diploma in Management
of work or study to enable the use of an
individual's own ideas and research in
response to complex problems and
situations.

Level 7 Level 7 qualifications recognise highly Masters degrees; postgraduate certificates
developed and complex levels of and diplomas; Diploma in Translation;
knowledge which enable the development | Fellowship in Music Literacy
of in-depth and original responses to
complicated and unpredictable problems
and situations.

Level 8 Level 8 qualifications recognise leading Doctorates; Specialist awards

experts or practitioners in a particular field.

Source: Foster Review 2005, amended
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