University & College Union - Defend Public Education Conference

Workshop 3, Facilitated by Alan Whitaker, National Executive Committee 

Note taker: Christiane Ohsan 

The discussion of this group was not different to what was discussed in other groups. 
Specific points raised:

· Need a campaign to expose public schools.
· ESOL: need to reach level playing field.
· Need to raise aspirations of parents.
· Removal of teaching grants= 70% cuts to undergraduate numbers=specific curriculum areas targeted= removing choice.
· Removal of teaching grants leading to increase in fees to make up shortfall in funding.
· Limits to numbers going to University- need to argue that access to university should be open to ALL.
· Limits on numbers going to university means a less well educated workforce/population more likely to be docile and thus accept Govt policies- a another form of economic and social engineering.
· Educationalists have a responsibility to provide information and encourage wider participation in education particularly HE.
· Disinvesting in languages: dangers of leading to monolingual society.
· Government strategy is to involve business and private sector so they can reap the profits.
· All ideological attacks: on public sector, workers (salaries, pensions, jobs) leaving business to dictate the agenda and putting/keeping people-working class- back in their place in society.
· Fee increases, poor record of employers in funding apprenticeships all class centred so only those who can afford it will access HE.
· Need to expose the argument that there is too much education when compared to other European countries, the level of HE participation in UK is 45% compared to 70%= elsewhere.
· Trade Unions need to promote what we- post-16 education sector- are trying to achieve for the greater public good.
· Within this to include developing independent working class education through better funded apprenticeships and value education for the sake of education.
· Confront the argument that TUs have a vested interest in promoting more accessible education and explain/document how and why the private sector cannot do this.
· Expose the dangers of creating a divisive system with different groups of society fitting into different categories and levels of education.
· Should argue for mass education system.
· Campaign under banner education is a right, not a privilege.
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