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Key elements of public education concept

· Need to emphasise mass public education concept. Need to explain what we mean by public education, e.g. in terms of funding, control etc.

· Academic freedom.

· Fairness and social justice refer to how people in education are treated, and how we want them to behave in the outside world.

· Quality should be seen in terms of something substantive, not performativity.

· Need to challenge the narrative of what education is for. 

Common themes of attack on public education

· HE is being transformed from education into a factory.

· Managerialism.

· Deprofessionalisation.

· League tables, Ofsted grades and the quality regime.

· Marketisation.

· Casualisation – many staff are fearful for their jobs.

Articulating our alternative

· Need to offer a creative vocational education that is not simply employment-driven.

· The quality of teaching and learning needs to be in terms of participatory, critical and political education, and the freedom to engage in the learning process.

· The importance of the public benefits of education.

· Education should be about empowering people.

· Need for accountability in how public funding is spent.

· Problem of language: we didn’t want to end up using the favourite terminology of government, e.g. choice, fairness, quality, but finding appropriate and different words was not easy.

· Need to decide who controls the curriculum, exams and qualifications – these need to be democratised.

· Need to express our alternative in a way that cuts across the sectors.

· Focusing on all the education sectors in a particular region might be one way to articulate the alternative. 

· Need to promote the value of education. 

· Find examples of good practice in UK and abroad.

· Link up with other organizations against the cuts.

· Have several manifestos: one for FE students, one for HE students, one for parents, one for education staff.

· Important to have universities as a public space.

· UCU needs to build credibility by speaking up for education, not just self-interest.

· Need a detailed usage plan for a manifesto.
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