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FEARS OF TORTURE FOR BAHRAINI TEACHER
BAHRAIN
Jalila al-Salman (f) Mahdi ‘Issa Mahdi Abu Dheeb (m)
The former vice-president of the Bahrain Teachers’ Association (BTA), Jalila al-Salman, has been re-arrested in Bahrain and sent to jail ahead of her appeal hearing on 1 December. Amnesty International fears she might be at risk of torture or other ill-treatment and that she may be a prisoner of conscience.
At 3am on 18 October Jalila al-Salman’s house was raided by riot police and other security officials. in five jeeps and two civilian cars. They did not show any official arrest warrant but took Jalila al-Salman away saying they were implementing a court order for her arrest. An hour later, she was able to phone her family to tell them she was being held at Issa Town detention centre. It appears that the Bahrain authorities are enforcing the three year prison sentence imposed on her on 25 September 2011 although her appeal to a civilian court is due to be heard on 1 December and other prisoners awaiting appeals have been released on bail. 
Jalila al-Salman was tried before the National Safety Court, a military court, although she and Mahdi ‘Issa Mahdi Abu Dheeb, former vice president of the BTA, who was tried with her, are both civilians. Mahdi received a 10 year prison sentence on 25 September while Jalila received 3 years. They were convicted of offences allegedly committed at the time of mass popular protests in Bahrain last March which were brutally suppressed by the security forces 
Jalila al-Salman was released on bail on 21 August after more than five months in detention, during which she alleges she was ill-treated and verbally abused. Mahdi ‘Issa Mahdi Abu Dheeb has been in prison since his arrest.
The High Criminal Court of Appeal is due to hear their appeal on 1 December 2011. Amnesty International believes their trial was unfair and that they may be prisoners of conscience, imprisoned solely on account of their legitimate exercise of their rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly.
Please write immediately in English or Arabic:
* Expressing concern that Jalila al-Salman was rearrested in a highly threatening manner by security officials who failed to produce an arrest warrant and went to her home in the dead of night;
* Urging the authorities to investigate the manner in which her arrest was carried out and to publicly disclose why she has been rearrested and in such a threatening manner,
* Expressing concern that both may be prisoners of conscience who have been convicted on criminal charges solely on account of their legitimate exercise of their rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly and peaceful criticism of the Bahrain government, in which case they should be released 
* Urging that their appeal meets fair trial standards, that there is a full re-investigation of the reasons for their arrest and allegations that they were tortured or otherwise ill-treated in detention and that any information obtained through torture or other duress is not used as evidence against them. 
PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 30 NOVEMBER 2011 TO:  (Time difference = GMT + 3 hrs / BST + 2 hrs)
	King 
Shaikh Hamad bin ‘Issa Al Khalifa 
Office of His Majesty the King 
P.O. Box 555 
Rifa’a Palace, al-Manama, Bahrain 
Fax: 00973 176 64 587 / 00973 176 64 587 
Salutation: Your Majesty
	Prime Minister 
Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa  
Office of the Prime Minister 
P.O. Box 1000, al-Manama, Bahrain 
Fax: 00973 175 33 033 
Salutation: Your Highness 


	Minister of Justice and Islamic Affairs
Shaikh Khalid bin Ali bin Abdullah Al Khalifa 
Ministry of Justice and Islamic Affairs, 
P.O. Box 13, al-Manama, Bahrain 
Fax: 00973 175 31 284 
Salutation: Your Excellency


PLEASE SEND COPIES OF YOUR APPEAL TO
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Ali Al-Khalifa
Embassy of the Kingdom of Bahrain, 30 Belgrave Square, London, SW1X 8QB
Fax: 020 7201 9183 E-mail: information@bahrainembassy.co.uk  Website: http://www.bahrainembassy.co.uk 


BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
On 25 September Mahdi ‘Issa Mahdi Abu Dheeb and Jalila al-Salman were sentenced by the National Safety Court of First Instance, a military court in Bahrain, to 10 and three years in prison respectively. They were charged with, among other offences, using their positions within the BTA to call for a strike by teachers, halting the educational process, inciting hatred of the regime and attempting to overthrow the ruling system by force, possessing pamphlets and disseminating fabricated stories and information.
When she was detained earlier this year, on 29 March, Jalila al-Salman’s house in Manama was raided by more than 40 security officials. She was then reportedly taken to the Criminal Investigations Directorate (CID) in Manama and ill-treated and verbally abused. She remained there for eight days until she was transferred to a women’s detention centre in ‘Issa Town, where she was kept in solitary confinement for 18 days. She was then transferred to a cell with other women within the same facility. Jalila al-Salman was released on bail on 21 August after more than five months in detention. She was not present in court when her sentence was announced on 25 September.,
Mahdi ‘Issa Mahdi Abu Dheeb was detained on 6 April after a raid on his uncle’s house. Both he and his uncle were arrested; his uncle was released 72 days later. Mahdi ‘Issa Mahdi Abu Dheeb's family did not know where he was for 24 days. He spent 64 days in solitary confinement during which he says he was tortured. His family and lawyer were only allowed to see him during the first session of the trial on 7 June. Mahdi ‘Issa Mahdi Abu Dheeb has remained in prison since his arrest.
To the knowledge of Amnesty International, Mahdi ‘ Issa Mahdi Abu Dheeb and Jalila al-Salman have never used or advocated violence. They appear to have been targeted solely for their leadership of the BTA and for peacefully exercising their rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly. As civilians they should not have been tried and sentenced by a military court. Trials of civilians before such courts breach their right to a fair trial.
Together with Jalila and Mahdi, scores of health workers, opposition activists, human rights activists and others have been facing military trials in Bahrain,. However many of them are now facing appeals before civilian courts. Months have passed since scores of people demonstrated at the Pearl Roundabout in Manama in February and March 2011, but the human rights situation in Bahrain is still very grim. Hundreds of people have been detained in connection with the anti-government protests, many of whom are still, and there have been serious allegations of torture. Sores have been tried before unfair military courts; and at least 2,500 others have been suspended or fired from their jobs. 
Fourteen opposition figures who led and participated in the demonstrations in February and March were sentenced on 22 June to very harsh prison terms, including seven life sentences, on broadly worded terrorism charges. Their sentences were upheld on 28 September by the national safety Court of Appeal, a military court. 
On 29 June, the King decreed that all cases linked to the February-March 2011 protests would be transferred to ordinary civilian courts; he then issued a further decree on 18 August ordering that the National Safety Court of First Instance continue to deal with felony (serious criminal) cases, while misdemeanour (less serious) cases would be referred to the civilian courts.
For the original UA and other updates please see http://amnesty.org/en/library/info/MDE11/040/2011/en , http://amnesty.org/en/library/info/MDE11/043/2011/en , http://amnesty.org/en/library/info/MDE11/045/2011/en 
PLEASE CHECK WITH THE INDIVIDUALS AT RISK PROGRAMME AT AIUK BEFORE SENDING APPEALS AFTER 30 NOVEMBER 2011 
Individuals at Risk Programme, Amnesty International UK, 17-25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA, 0207 033 1572, iar@amnesty.org.uk.

