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Vote against the increase in tuition fees
The Westminster coalition government intends to increase fees for English students by hastily arranging a vote for next Thursday 9 December. It is vitally important that MPS are there to vote as numbers could be tight.
The government is rushing through changes on fee levels ahead of the full package of changes resulting from the Browne review. If passed the fee limits will be changed without any of the safeguards that the government claim make the pay back regime more progressive. It is also being introduced with undue consideration of the implications on devolved nations.
UCU Scotland supports free education but we recognise that graduates leave university students suffering massive debts from the loans taken out whilst students. This is illustrated by the NUS Scotland publication In the Red which shows that education is not free or fair.
UCU supports the peaceful protests against the cuts and will organise joint action with NUS on the day of the vote.

Fees impact on Scotland

The Browne review in England is proposing the effective privatisation of higher education as state funds are withdrawn for 80% of the teaching grant and replaced by a trebling of tuition fees. Any vote for increasing the fees in England is condoning and supporting this decimation of the higher education system there.
The fee level itself may not apply in Scotland but passing the change in fee levels will increase pressure to introduce a fee system in Scotland.
Many of the changes to be introduced in England will impact on Scotland. Presently student loans are collected through the UK tax system at rates determined by Westminster hence the proposed changes to the thresholds and interest rates are likely to apply to Scotland. Graduates will be saddled with an ever burgeoning debt until they are able to start paying it off.  The threshold has been set at £21 000 which is less the mean earnings in Scotland of £25,000, so it is not representative of the increased earning premium for graduates. 
The change in fees does immediately bring up the question of future cross border flows. 
Firstly, there is the prospect of English students attempting to avoid fees leaving fewer places for Scottish students which will lead to regressive measures to stop any cross border flows. Presently other UK students pay the fee that universities receive for every home student they recruit. 
However, simply raising the fee to an appropriate level, as occurred when top-up fees were introduced, is not possible as the fee required would be greater than the fee and funding council grant combined for some subjects. Such a change to the fee level would also have severe implications on the fees only model run by the funding council. In any case it will be almost impossible to work out an appropriate level of fee which allows the fine balance between discouraging fee avoidance while not putting off for those English students who genuinely wish to study in Scotland.
Secondly any Scottish student who studies in England will have to pay the same fees as English students. This will reduce the choice for Scottish students and increase the number of Scots who are likely to prefer to study in Scotland. However, universities in Scotland are already short of places because of an increase in applications due to the economic situation.
It is essential for the future of our system that we look beyond ways to squeeze money out of students. It is time big business started paying its fair share for the numerous benefits it receives from higher education.
Budget Bill 2011/12
The Scottish Government announced the draft Scottish budget bill on 17 November giving figures for one year only. The cut to the recurrent Scottish Funding Council budget for higher education is 6.7%, compared to a 2% cut in the Scottish budget.  The Scottish Government has specified that student numbers should remain constant and that core teaching and research funds should be maintained by reducing project funding. Assuming that fee levels remain constant the total funding is likely to cut by 5.5%.
The reduction in public funding by the UK government has led to a knock on effect in Scotland. These cuts will impact on the quality of education with often student services and mentoring the first to suffer as workloads increase for lecturers and support staff. Further the prospect of the cuts will now be hanging over many staff in our universities in Scotland
We are concerned that Principals will use these cuts as an excuse to push for fees for Scottish students if the fees levels are increased in England.

Please encourage your MP to vote against this fee rise which will have damaging consequences for Scottish Universities.
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