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INSERT DATE

Dear INSERT MP NAME, 

Defend jobs, defend education
I am writing to you as I am not able to attend the University and College Union (UCU) lobby of Parliament on January 26th; I would like to make you aware of the issues I am facing as a practitioner in post-16 education and the challenges further and higher education face as a whole. 

Where we are now 

At this time of recession, political parties have admitted that education and skills are at the centre of economic recovery. Yet across the country the trends are apparent: cuts, closures and job losses. 

UCU fully recognises the constraints on public spending during tough economic times but the only way to ensure education does the job MPs and the country expects, is to ensure it is fully funded. 

The further education system is feeling the strain of being asked to do more for less with cuts to funding while more and more people need to equip themselves with education and skills to beat the recession. 

In higher education, the government has been warned by the union and institutions alike that the cuts that are being handed down could bring the sector ‘to its knees’. UCU, the Russell Group of Universities and Universities UK are united in saying that the cuts we are seeing have the capacity to decimate the university system and damage it for decades to come. 

Further and Adult Education

Jobs lost so far and at risk today: almost 1,500
Further education colleges are often the first port of call for those who have lost their jobs and who need to retrain, but many lecturers themselves are facing redundancy. 

FE colleges are on the front line of combating unemployment and work tirelessly to meet the needs of local communities. Such institutions often work with mature students, part- time students and those who need to update their skills or gain their first qualifications after less successful attempts at school. 

Despite the importance of FE, there is an overall cut to FE budget by 3% this year. Adult apprenticeships have been hit (10% reduction) at the time when many adults need to retrain after losing their jobs. The sector has been asked to find £340 million in ‘savings in 2010-11; Train to Gain courses are being asked to take more students for less funding and Skills for Life funding is down £30 million while numbers are up by 20,000. These are just examples of the trends we are seeing but they paint a picture of what is happening in FE as a whole. 
Higher Education
Jobs lost so far and at risk today: almost 5,500
Higher education is facing a huge funding crisis. 

In the last year the sector has been told to find £180 million in efficiency savings; seen the announcement that £600 million will be slashed from HE funding by 2013 and been faced with an overall 6.6% cut in HE budget for 2010 – 2011, with a real terms cut of £83 million for teaching and research. 

The fact is simple – our higher education system, which has been world leading, cannot sustain these cuts. Teaching, research and the student experience will suffer. There will be bigger class sizes, fewer university places and a staff that will buckle under the burden of more students, more marking, less face-to-face teaching time and a real lack of time or resources to conduct research. 

For the first time in a decade, the spending per student is set to decrease. 

How you can help
Write to the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills about the funding crisis in education; let him know that you support investment in further, adult and higher education;

Write to manifesto coordinators to urge them to include investment in education in their party manifestos for the general election;

Ask the Chair of the Business, Innovation and Skills Committee to examine in detail current funding for further and higher education. 

Yours sincerely, 
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